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tire" (vol. v., p. 165), "It is decreed" (vol. v., p. 263), and "Great, good and just" (vol. L, p. 37), are given in the notes, but the reference to "Gaze not on Swans" (vol. ii., p. 187), requires correction and enlargement. The title of this song is "Beauties Excellency," and the words and apparently the original music will be found in "Select Ayres and Dialogues to sing to the Theorbo, Lute, or Basse Viol, composed by Mr. Henry Lawes, late Servant to His Majesty in his Publick and Private Musicke, and other excellent Masters. The Second Book. London, William Godbid for John Playford, 1669," folio. A second edition of this work was published in 1675. In the British Museum copy there is a MS. note to the effect that this particular tune is by Lawes. There is no statement in this book as to the author of the words, and I do not know on what authority Lord Braybrooke stated that H. Noel was the author.
Mr. W. Barclay Squire, of the British Museum, has kindly drawn my attention to the fact that the words of this song are printed in a slightly altered form in " The Muses Mercury, or the Monthly Miscellany" (December, 1707, p. 285). The title as given in Playford's book is not repeated, but the song is inscribed " On a young lady of Quality, by her lover." The original words are as follows:
BEAUTIES EXCELLENCY.
" Gaze not on Swans, in whose soft breast A full hatcht beauty seems to nest, Nor Snow, which (falling from the Sky) Hovers in its virginity.
" Gaze not on Roses, though new blown, Grac'd with a fresh complexion ; Nor Lillies, which no subtle Bee Hath rob'd by kissing Chymistrie.
" Gaze not on that pure Milky way Where night uses splendour with the day; Nor Pearl, whose silver walls confine The Riches of an Indian Mine.
" For if my Emp'ress appears, Swans moultring dye, Snow melts to tears;n enthusiastic listener and composer, but a very good critic and performer, and a propagator of the art." It is pleasant to find such high authorities as Dr. Hueffer and Sir Frederick Bridge appreciating and lauding the musical abilities of Samuel Pepys.
